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*FIG. 2a* 

cited in category D: as a document mentioned in the 
application and in category Y: of special significance in 
combination with another reference of the same category , with 
reference to examined claims 4 to 6. 

AT 405 591 cited in category Y with reference to examined 
claims 4 to 8 

*col. 3, line 20 to line 23* 

*page 3, lines 38 to 40* 

*page 3, line 54 to page 4, line 13* 

*page 5, line 6 to line 7* 

♦Abstract* 

It has also been cited in category D. 

Patent Publication 2002/069780 is cited in category Y for 
paragraph 0007 and its abstract with reference to examined claims 7 
and 8 . 

U.S. Patent 6,230,624 is cited in category A: 
Technological Background 
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The Austrian Patent 405,591 is said to have a U.S. 
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counterpart A 6 316 752. 

In the Austrian Office Action the Examiner has stated as 

follows : 

"With respect to the claimed heating element, it is noted 
that it is a selection invention which chooses from a known range 
of dimensions is a known article a special range as inventive. 
Thus from U. S. Patent 6,324,979 Bl TROIANELLO 4 December 2001 
(04.12.2001) the geometric tensioning of the claimed heating 
elements is known: According to col. 4, lines 54 ff an effective 
volume of 1.2 x 10" 14 to 2.4 x 10~ 12 meters 3 has been given which is 
covered as a new example on page 7 of the description and is also 
covered in the tension range of claim 1. Also the cross section 
specification according to claim 2 has been described previously 
from the disclosure thereof as less than 8 x 10" 10 meter 2 . 
Furthermore, U.S. Patent 6,289,813 (Duguet) , 18 September 2001 
(18.09.2001) is described at col. 4, line 4ff a specific resistance 
of 0.5 x 10" 6 to 2 x 10" 6 ohms for the heating element. In addition, 
the materials which are used for the heating elements to obtain the 
specific heating capacity ranges are described. Thus the ranges of 
the claimed tensions according to claims 1 and 2 are disclosed as 
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